160                              SAINT JOAN

us one good reason why an angel of God should give you
such shameless advice ?

JOAN, Why, yes: what can be plainer commonsense ?
1 was a soldier living among soldiers. I am a prisoner
guarded by soldiers. If 1 were to dress as a woman they
would think of me as a woman; and then what would
become of me ? If I dress as a soldier they think of me as a
soldier, and I can live with them as I do at home with my
brothers. That is why St Catherine tells me.l must not dress
as a woman until she gives me leave.

COURCELLES. When will she give you leave ?

JOAN. When you take me out of the hands of the English
soldiers. I have told you that I should be in the hands of
the Church, and not left night and day with four soldiers
of the Earl of Warwick. Do you want me to live with them
in petticoats ?

LADVENU. My lord : what she says is, God knows, very
wrong and shocking ; but there is a grain of worldly sense
In it such as might impose on a simple village maiden.

JOAN. If we were as simple in the village as you are in
your courts and palaces, there would soon be no wheat to
make bread for you.

CAUCHON, That is the thanks you get for trying to save
her. Brother Martin.

LADVENU, Joan: we are all trying to save you. His
lordship is trying to save you. The Inquisitor could not be
more just to you if you were his own daughter. But you are
blinded by a terrible pride and self-sufficiency.

JOAN. Why do you say that ? I have said nothing wrong.
I cannot understand.

THE INQUISITOR. The blessed St Athanasius has laid it
down in his creed that those who cannot understand are
damned. It is not enough to be simple. It is not enough
even to be what simple people call good. The simplicity of
a darkened mind is no better than the simplicity of a beast*

JOAN. There is great wisdom ia the simplicity of a beast,